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Keeping Roaming Cats Away
There are problems that can come along with visiting cats, whether they're neighbors' pets or feral cats: they may use your garden as a litter box, upset your pets by invading their territory, nap in places you'd rather they didn't, or hunt the birds or other small animals in your yard. Of course, if everyone kept their cats safely indoors, we wouldn't have to worry. (See "Cats: Indoors or Outdoors?") 

If you want to keep wandering cats away, make sure you do so humanely; there are plenty of safe and effective methods to try. You may need to experiment with a few before you find the ones that work.

Barriers


You can use cat fencing to keep cats out of your yard as well as to keep them in. If roaming cats are causing your pets distress when they see them through a window or door, you can use visual barriers like curtains or blinds to block their view, or gates, boxes, or textural aversives to block their access.

Repellents and Aversives

If you have cats digging in your flowerbeds or resting in secluded spots in your yard, you can use one or a combination of techniques to deter them. 

· Commercial cat repellents can be found at pet- or gardening-supply stores or ordered online. Some are chemical compounds, usually similar to or the same as mothballs, and mothballs themselves can be used. These can pose a hazard to pets or children, so they must be safely contained -- closed in a jar with holes poked in its lid, for example. Others use natural scents that cats dislike, such as strong citrus, eucalyptus, cayenne, or the urine of predators, usually in a powdered or oil form. With any repellent of this type, you'll need to reapply it frequently; time and moisture, such as rain and dew, will weaken their effectiveness.

· Textures that cats find unpleasant can solve the problem. Cats like to eliminate in soft, easily dug soil; using stones as mulch or laying chicken wire over soil is effective. Strong, dense planting works, too. Warm spots like the hood of your car can be covered with mats with prickly surfaces when not in use.

· Startling devices can leave a lasting impression and keep cats away. You can set up booby traps that use noise or water: balance trays -- such as cookie sheets or pie tins -- with water, dry beans, or pebbles on railings, fences, windowsills, or wherever necessary so that they'll tip when a cat jumps up. You can also buy products like the Scarecrow, a sprinkler with a motion sensor, or similar devices that use sound rather than water.

Being a Good Neighbor

If you know the owner of the cats that are coming onto your property, giving them information about keeping their cats indoors and safe could help. Discussing the options, you may be able to come to an agreement that they'll bring their cats indoors during the times they're most likely to come over or that they'll retrieve them when you see the cats and call. 

If you don't know the owners, it's still hard to tell if a cat is owned, stray, or feral. For your own safety, it's best to avoid touching a cat you don't know. 

If you do decide to trap cats on your property, be sure to use a humane trap -- the type that's a cage you bait with food to lure the cat in. Once a cat is in the trap, make sure to move it to a safe location until the cat can be returned to owners, surrendered to an animal shelter, or neutered as part of a trap-neuter-return strategy.
For more information on behavior and training for dogs and cats, please visit our web site at www.sspca.org. 
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