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Before You Declaw Your Cat


If you're thinking about declawing your cat, there's a lot for you to consider first. There are plenty of other, better options to deal with inappropriate scratching, including teaching your cat where it's appropriate to scratch, trimming your cat's nails, or applying caps to their claws. For more information, see "Cats and Scratching."
Removing a cat's claws isn't like having their nails trimmed; it's serious surgery involving amputation of the last bone in each of your cat's toes. The recovery period is painful, and your cat will need to walk, jump, and scratch in their litter box during that period. The discomfort they experience can change their litter box habits -- they may begin to associate their box with the pain in their toes, which may lead to not using the litter box some or most of the time.
Cats use their claws for more than scratching to mark their territory and kneading to show their contentment: they need them for balance, for jumping and climbing, and for defense. A cat without claws is at the mercy of any predators they encounter. If you allow your cat outdoors or your cat gets out, this vulnerability could kill them. Some cats, having lost their claws as a means of defense, resort more quickly to biting when they feel threatened or anxious.

To prevent damage to your possessions while you teach your cat to scratch in the right places, you can easily trim your cat's claws; if you don't know how, ask your veterinarian or groomer to show you. You can also use Soft Paws, soft caps that you can apply about every four to six weeks to your cat's claws. 

In many countries, declawing is outlawed entirely because it's considered inhumane. Since there are so many humane alternatives, there's no reason to resort to declawing with all its drawbacks.
For more information on behavior and training for dogs and cats, please visit our web site at www.sspca.org. 
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